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Ensure Sufficient Livelihood Loss
Compensation

Naryana Murthy, a farmer from the Nizambad district of Andhra Pradesh, is doomed
to his destiny. He is under tremendous pressure to take a decision — whether to commit
suicide or not. If decides not to, he doesn’t know whom to approach for help. He cannot
visualize a saviour, who would lend a helping hand. He feels his God too has betrayed
him in this crisis.

Narayan Murthy is one among those ill-fated farmers who has lost his crop due to the
severe drought in Andhra Pradesh. He had sowed the paddy with great expectation of
a good harvest. He was used to the hardships of a poor farmer, but this time he really
hoped and prayed since so much was at stake. His second daughter’s marriage had been
solemnized and he had to bear the expenses of the elder daughter’s delivery. He had to take
his wife for a cataract operation and also his arthritic father for an ayurvedic treatment.
Besides, he had also made up his mind to heed his only son’s demand for a bicycle. Along
with these, the loan taken for buying the seeds, fertilizers and other agricultural needs

had to be repaid.

Narayan Murthy’s fears came true, his God betrayed him and the monsoon did not arrive
this year. The entire state of Andhra Pradesh recorded a whopping 57 per cent deficit in
rainfall, resulting in a 50 per cent fall in all the sowing areas of the state. Without enough
rainfall, the crops dried away and so did Narayana Murthy’s expectations.

Along with the interest rate, the loan amount from the rural bank has shot up. “Many of
us have borrowed heavily from the private money lenders. The only option I have is to sell
my two cows. Selling these cows will also be difficult, because almost every farmer around
his village is facing a similar situation”, laments Murthy.

Farmers across the country frequently face natural calamities like drought and floods,
they also suffer due to the quality of seeds, availability of fertilizers and extensive use of
hazardous pesticides. There are innumerable other sections of unorganized workers who
too are affected by similar unexpected natural disaster.

The Unorganised Worker Social Security (UWSS) Act, 2008 does not mention anything
about livelihood loss compensation for workers in case of a natural disaster or a calamity.
Natural disasters are unpredictable, and farmers and workers bear the brunt of these
disasters, for which they are in no way responsible. Don’t you think that there should be
sufficient provisions incorporated to protect them from the livelihood loss with sufficient
compensation?
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